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/ Govt committed to \
resolving textile
sector’s issues: Afridi

RECORDER REPORT
KARACHI: Federal Minister
for Textile Industry, Abbas
Khan Afridi, on Monday, hoped
the country would avail maxi-
mum economic benefits from
GSP-plus regime and assured
| the textile industry of the gov-

ernment’s complete support.

Speaking at a meeting held -

with the representatives of
Council of Textile
Associations and exporters at
Pakistan Hosiery Manufactures
and Exporters Association
House (PHMA) here on
Monday, the minister said that
though the European Union
has granted GSP-plus status to
Pakistan, we could not succeed
till now as our specific prod-
ucts are made for a specific
European market.

He said that a plan was being
evolved to expand production
ranges across the continent’s
markets as the federal govern-
ment has decided to resolve all
the issues being confronted by
value-added textlie sactor on a
priority. i

Claiming that the. count_yy ,S
exports volume of value-added
textile sector had increased from
13 to 15 percent, he said that his

ministry would work for enhanc-
ing the value-added textile sector
along with textile industry
because value-added sector gen-
erated maximum employment
opportunities.

‘A number of women are also
doing business in value-added
sector, he added. :

He blamed the previous goy-
ernments for. the failure of their
trade policies and said that such
policies were not designed with.
realistic approach, He said that
the present government would
review the trade policy in con-
sultation with stakeholders of
textile industry.

He asked the exporters to sug-

gest measures for the betterment

of industry.

He said that although govern-
ment was trying its best to meet
the energy challenges, the stake-
holders should also play their
role in overcoming the gas and

electricity crises.

Chairman Council of All-
Pakistan Textile Association
Zubair Motiwala said that the
country’s trade deficit could be
reduced to.algreat extentin a
short span of time provided gov-
ernment showed its seriousness
towards resolving the issues

being faced by the value-added
textile sector.

He urged the government to
help the people associated with
the industry to reduce the pro-
duction cost because the govern-
ments of competing countries
have been facilitating their
traders.in this regard.

Pointing out that many
exporters had to bear heavy loss-
es in the wake of depreciation in
dollar’s value, he requested the
government to grant subsidy to
the effected exporters.

He claimed that the country’s
overall export volume is $25 bil-
lion out of which the textile
industry’s share is more than $13
billion.

The Chief Coordinator of
PHMA, Javed Bilwani, said that
exporters are' facing financial

‘losses due to non-payment of

sale tax refund and customs
rebate,

The other representatives of
textile industry, including Dr
Mirza Ikhtiar Bag, Shehzad
Azam Khan, Rana Mushtag,
[rfan' Bawani, Khwaja Osman,
Saleem:Parekhy Rafique Kodial,
Aslam Karsaz, Igbal Lakhani,
Nagqi Badi, were also present on
this occasion.

KARACHI Fedcml Minister for Texllln Industry Abbas Khan Afridi speaking to the members of hnsiery manufacturers .

\

on his visit to PHMA, here on Monday.—Recorder photo
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PHMA demands

rd

N\

duty-free yarn import

By our correspondent

LAHORE: Pakistan Hosiery .
Manufacturers  Association
(PHMA) has demanded duty-
free import of yarn from India to
circumvent cartelisation by the
local spinning industry, accord-
ing to a statement on Monday.
The request was made dur-
ing a meeting of the apparel
sector, which was presided over
by Abbas Khan Afridi, federal
minister for textile industry.
Analysing trade with India,

PHMA  Central Chairman
Shahzad Azam Khan said that
the imposition of import duty
on raw materials such as yarn
will negatively impact the ap-
parel export sector. Khan said
the tax imposition patronised
the blue-eyed and enabled
local yarn manufacturers to
maintain higher prices to re-
strict competition; an on-
slaught the exporters would
not be able to withstand.
Speaking about interna-
tional competition with coun-

tries  like India and
Bangladesh, Khan stressed
that ensuring regular gas and
electricity supply was essen-
tial to harvest benefits of the
GSP Plus scheme.

The PHMA chairman also
said that the value-added ap-
parel sector needs a small
quantity of gas and power as
compared to other industries.

The textile minister as-
sured the PHMA of the min-
istry’s support in resolving the
problems.
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THE NEWS

RO 08 APR 201 Dot
| Zero-rated tax status to be restored "

| KARACH: The Minister for Textiie Indusity Abpas ¥han Afrid: |
| said on Monday that the sero-rated sales tax status for the textile |
! mmldbemoredmmefmnulam‘ 0 pavment, no refund. '
| Besides, he said that all the issues facing the textile secior |
| would be addressed ,
! Talking to ihe members of the Pakistan Hosiery Manufactur- :
ersandsxponersﬁssociaﬁonﬁoxme,hesaidmatpreﬁompoii— i
l(ﬂ%hadﬁﬂedtegivemmposiﬁvemﬁ i
{o SThe industrialists and stakeholders would be iaken onboard !
in the formuiation of the upcoming trade policy,” he added _
{ Amndi <od that the finznce minisier was informed that the zero- .
{ rated status of the textile sector would have o be zesiored 10
! male the most out of the duty advantage granted by the Buropean !
i Union !
' =it is now up o the textile sector’s sakehoiders to recommend |
concrete, workabie and imypiemeniable measu es,” he said.
Fubair Motiwala, chairman of Comngil of All Pakistan Textile |
. Associations. said har if the issues facing (e vahle-added textile |
| export secior were addressed, the trade deficit could be bridged @
| 2 pinimum possible Sme /i
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